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Filed for intro on  05/09/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1038
By  Turner (Ham)

A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize the 2001-2002 Brainerd
High School a capella Choir.

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is pleased to specially recognize those

fine institutions that bring the joys of artistic expression and culture to the citizens of this state;

and

WHEREAS, the talented young men and women of the Brainerd High School a capella

Choir comprise one such estimable institution; and

WHEREAS, for over two decades, the a capella Choir has achieved local, regional,

national, and international acclaim, and its members have served as exceptional ambassadors

of this State; and

WHEREAS, the Choir has traveled, toured, and competed throughout the United States

and Canada, receiving superior ratings, countless awards, and praise from renowned

adjudicators; and
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WHEREAS, in 1989, the Choir performed in the World’s Largest Concert, sponsored by

McDonald’s, and, over the years, the a capella choir have been invited to perform in Estonia,

Hawaii, Carnegie Hall, Vienna, Italy, Puerto Rico, and many other places worldwide; and

WHEREAS, these talented youth have also excelled academically, with nearly 97%

receiving their high school diplomas; also, approximately 85% of the school’s valedictorians and

salutatorians over the past two decades have been members of the choral music program; and

WHEREAS, this year’s a capella Choir has continued to build upon a tradition of

excellence; after a planned trip to Ghana was canceled following the events of September 11th,

the members of the choir toured through Mississippi and Texas en route to the American

Classic Tour and Festivals National Choral Competition; and

WHEREAS, on April 17th, the Choir delighted the crowd at Jackson State University, and

several students earned choral music scholarships after auditioning with Dr. London Branch;

and

WHEREAS, on April 18th, the choir members performed with distinction at the

Willowridge High School in Houston and the First New Hope Bible Church in Katy, Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 19th, the a capella Choir competed against twelve other choral

ensembles in San Antonio; the Choir received a Superior rating and brought home Second

Place at the highest level of competition, the Premier Level; and

WHEREAS, the Brainerd High School Chamber/Madrigal ensemble performed

admirably, receiving a Superior rating and winning First Place and the Outstanding Performance

Award at the Premier Level; and

WHEREAS, at the same competition, Brainerd’s “Junsenior” Female Chorus received an

Excellent rating in performance and won Second Place at the Premier Level; and

 WHEREAS, in all, the Choir was awarded six trophies for Superior and Excellent ratings

in performance; and
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WHEREAS, the estimable young men and women who earned these honors were:

Chery Asberry, Tiffany Boyd, Amanda Burney, Adrian Davis, Andrea Davis, Fallan DeLoach,

Toccara Ellison, Shayla Franklin, Charlotte Greer, Leticia High, Malcolm Himes, Tia Hinton,

LaQualla Holland, Jason Hudgins, Gary Jones, Kimberly Jones, Curtis Jordan, Tamara

Lansden, Shakira McGee, Johnita Millsaps, Melissa Morales, Melanie Paul, Bonnie Peoples,

Ernestine Ray, Kimberly Robinson, Tira Robinson, Christopher Sands, Lonnie Smith,

Cherylmaine Stanley, L’Toya Strickland, Anthony Terrell, Courtney Torrence, Rava Watkins,

and Neshekia Wells; and

WHEREAS, they have thrived under the able guidance of Charles Collins, Jr., Chairman

of the Fine Arts Department and Director of Choral Activities at Brainerd High School for the last

nine years; a graduate of Tennessee State University, Mr. Collins earned an unsurpassed

record for excellence in musical instruction while serving at Dalewood Junior High School and

Hixson Junior High School before accepting his current position; and

WHEREAS, a native of Pontiac, Michigan, Mr. Collins has also excelled as a basketball,

volleyball, and track coach and is a devout servant of his Lord as the Minister of Music and

Pianist for the Harold K. Lester Youth Choir and Kids of the Kingdom Choir at the Orchard Knob

Missionary Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, he is the loving husband of Bonita Buchanon and the proud father of seven

and grandfather of nine, and he has made a positive, lasting impact on countless young

Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, through tireless effort and extraordinary talent, the Brainerd High School a

capella Choir continues to compile a remarkable record of achievement, inspiring applause from

the arts community of our nation and bringing honor to the state of Tennessee; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby join with the administration, faculty, students, and families of
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Brainerd High School in honoring and recognizing the a capella Choir, and we salute the

members for their individual and collective excellence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we express to them our best wishes for much

continued success and happiness.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


